
              
   

„fitting“ 
 

A performative installation  
by Willi Dorner in collaboration with urbanist/architect Gabu Heindl  

 
 

 
 

“limits that can be defeated with creativity” Silvia Kargl, Kurier 
 

 



Austrian choreographer Willi Dorner creates interdisciplinary projects which give 
audiences new experiences, insights and different perceptions of everyday life.  He is 
equally at home in theatre settings and with outdoor installation, frequently working 
across art forms and sometimes collaborating with individuals working in non-arts-fields 
entirely. 
 
„fitting“ was developed, following on from Dorner’s worldwide sensation, bodies in 
urban spaces.  Exploring further his ideas around transformation of the urban 
environment through human interaction, „fitting“ takes as it’s starting point a simple 
plank of wood which is manipulated around the four performers to provide a unique 
location for them in pre-designated outdoor public spaces.  

 

         
 
Four such body/plank manipulations form a 10 minute trail through the streets which 
audiences follow, leading them towards a 30 minute performance installation (indoor or 
outdoors) during which the four performers demonstrate the principle of creating space by 
“building” a house, inspired by the Japanese term tatami (derived from tatamu, meaning 
to fold or pile), using 12 panels of spruce and 4 chairs.  Building, breaking down and re-
building their “home” at speed is a fearless and humourous tour de force in which the 
performers display impressive co-ordination, agility, strength and poise in equal measure. 
    
 

   



Biographies 
 
Willi Dorner (concept and choreography) Currently based in Vienna, Willi Dorner’s 
stage performances, site specific works and short films are presented world wide. His work 
has been produced by, amongs others, Tanzquartier Wien, ImpulsTanz, Wiener Festwochen, 
Wien Modern, Musica Strasbourg, NottDance UK and presented at international venues such 
as springdance NL, Kampnagel Hamburg, Philadelphia Live Arts Festival, Festival Paris 
Quartier d’été, Dansenshus Stockholm, Madrid En Danza, Dance Umbrella London and Tanz in 
Berlin. Prizes include Groningen / NL 1998, Eurodans prize 1998, Tendances award 1999, 
Austrian Dance Production award 2000, Pearls07 for ‘MAZY the films’ International Dance Film 
Festival Berlin 2007. “Choreographic Captures” 1.Prize for ‘bodytrail’- Munich Film Festival 
2009. 
 
Gabu Heindl (architectural concept) An architect and urbanist in Vienna operating at 
the intersection of architecture, research, art and urban studies. Gabu Heindl’s studio GABU 
Heindl Architecture focuses on concepts and realizations of public interventions as well as 
cultural and social architecture. Her work has been part of the Venice Biennale 2009, 2009 
Hong Kong & Shenzhen Bi-city Biennale of Urbanism \ Architecture, Architectural Models in 
Cinema 1927-2009 and Storefront for Art and Architecture in New York.  She has curated 
exhibitions and symposia and taught at Academy of Fine Arts Vienna, TU Graz, TU Delft, 
Berlage Institute Rotterdam, Princeton University and Städelschule Frankfurt, AA London, 
Geidai Tokyo, and Hong Kong University. She is author of publications in architectural 
journals (JAE, Umbau, GAM, dérive a.o.), editor of Arbeit Zeit Raum. Bilder and Bauten der 
Arbeit im Postfordismus (turia+kant, 2008), and co- editor of position alltag. 
 

 
 
Henri Bruère-Dawson (performer)  Henri studied circus, theatre and dance at Ecole de 
Cirque Annie Fratellini, Ecole Nationale de Cirque de Châtellerault, C.N.A.C Châlons en 
Champagne and Ecole Nationale de Musique Châtellerault et Villeurbanne.  He has worked 
with Turak Théâtre, Compagnie Nouveaux Nez, Philippe Découflé, Premier Acte, Clowns Sans 
Frontières, Artesonado, Orchestre National de Lyon, Cirque Autour, Compagnie Fénix. 
 
Julien Dégremont (performer), Julien is a circus artist, comedian and technician with 
professional experience as a director with Collectif les Cancans du Square Conquand, as a 
comedian with Cie Chamboultout, Collectif Champs Libres, technician for Cie Desunvolt and 
Cie Désunvolt and an aerialist with Cie Louxor.  This is his second project with Cie Willi 
Dorner, following Bodies in urban spaces. 
 
Stève Paulet (performer).  Trained at CCN Montpellier, Dans Centrum Jette and Studio 
B.Blumenthal, D.Hayo, Steve has extensive professional experience with We Go Cie. 
 
Esther Steinkogler (performer).  Esther trained at Experimental Academy of Dance in 
Salzburg and New York University.  She has been a member of Cie Willi Dorner since 2010 
and choreographic assistant whilst touring and set up of bodies in urban spaces.  



BOOKING DETAILS 
 
Touring upon request 
 
Performers 4 
 
Number on the road 5 
 
Set up Locations selected by cie. Willi Dorner four/five 
 months’ in advance. 
 Get in is day before.  * 
  
Performing Space indoors or outdoors 
 9m x 9m x 5m high  
 perfect 90˚ angle in one corner  
 stable walls into which holes are drilled to  
 accommodate the framework for the tatami 
 
Running time 10 minute trail and 30 minute performance 
 installation (40 minutes in total) * 
 
Minimum technical requirements     impact drilling machine,  
         2 Akku drills and standard technic tools 
         plastic cover to protect the set 
         overnight security if required 
  
Technical staff required by promoter 1-2 stage hands with carpentry skills  
 2 volunteers are required to help the 
 performers into position. 
 
Stewards to be provided by promoter as required 
 
UK touring €8500 plus transport, travel, hotel, perdiems 
 for two performances over two days * 
 
Sole UK representation: Sarah Trist @ 
 Sarah Trist Dance Management Agency 
 11 Beaufort Road  
 Kingston upon Thames KT1 2TH 
 +44 7757 654790 
 sarah@stdma.com 
 

Video:         http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UN4te0xL0IQ&feature=youtu.be  
 
          http://tval.cg94.fr/24956-la-briqueterie-ouvre-ses-portes.html 
 

 
www.ciewdorner.at 

www.stdma.com 
 

* a version with up to a dozen body/plank manipulations, featuring additional volunteer 
artists recruited locally is available for a more extended residency and at an additional 

cost of €3450 
 


