
  

  
 

  
 
 
 “she asks the big existential questions”  

**** The Guardian 
 

“daring, draining – emotionally, mentally 
and physically – and disarmingly charming” 
Dance Tabs 

 
“…a kind of punk –Beckett” 
Total Theatre 

 
“….if Houstoun hadn’t chosen a career 
in dance theatre then she would have 
given Victoria Wood and Julie Walters 
some serious competition.” 
Dance Tabs  

  
A double act for one, the night twists and turns 
with crackling wit and ridiculous movement in 
a kind of stand up meets vaudeville, old time 
patter meets online chatter routine. It is all 
philosophical stupidity and urgent futility. 
Pact With Pointlessness is a new work by 
acclaimed performer and choreographer 
Wendy Houstoun in defiant form. 
A mix of comedy, spoken word and 
performance, it offers a frank demonstration 
of how it feels to be knocked sideways by 
death, then renegotiate and carry on. It is 
an all or nothing, do or die kind of affair. 
Pact with Pointlessness is funny and moving 
in equal measure. 

The show won the Critics Circle National Dance 
Award 2014 for Outstanding Female 
Performance (Modern). This follows 
Houstoun’s successful 50 Acts, winner of the 
2013 TMA award for achievement in dance. 
Wendy is a performer and maker for a 
generation of artists, bringing a wealth 
of experience from her own work and 
collaborations with artists whose work 
challenges, enriches and extends the 
boundaries of dance and theatre, such as 
the late Nigel Charnock, Lloyd Newson (DV8), 
Rose English and Gary Stevens, as well as Tim 
Etchells, Jonathan Burrows and Matteo Fargion. 
Co-produced by Southbank Centre, Lakeside Arts 
Centre, Nottingham with Dance4, The Nightingale 
Theatre Brighton, South East Dance and Dance 
East,The Place Theatre and Danscentrum, Malmo 
with additional support from Arts Council England. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Touring Details 
On the Road: 
2/3 people. 
Running Time: 
55 Minutes (no interval) 
Audience Suitability: 
Age 14+ 
Performance Area: 
Smallest area (6 metres x 6 metres) 
Freight: 
Cardboard boxes to be sent to theatre. 
Floor: 
Sprung or semi sprung floor. Non slip surface 
which can be marked by substance which 
is scattered. 
Get In: 
On the day if lighting is pre-rigged; 
the day before if not. 
Lighting: 
Pre-rigging preferred (lighting plan can be 
provided in advance). 

 
  

Theatre Technicians: 
2 technicians from the theatre essential. 
Projection: 
Front projection required and projector to 
be provided by venue. 
Cyclorama: 
Cyc/ projection screen must be at least 
(1 metre) from the back wall to allow space for 
groundrow floods and room to run behind. 
Wing Space: 
Wings / legs required for side lighting and 
entrances / exits 
Sound & Image: 
1 hand held radio mic and 1 corded mic to be 
provided by venue 
Control Box: 
Sound and image run by Mac from 
control box. 
Set/Props: 
1 matching chairs. (not too heavy). 

 
 
Contacts 
Performer: 
Wendy Houstoun 
wendy@wendyhoustoun.net 

  
Artist Representation: 
Sarah Trist  
sarah@stdma.com 
07757 654790 

 
 

Production Contact: 
Chris Copland 
Chriscopland@me.com 
07813 129 919 


