
                       
 
 

 

 
the supercharged dance production 

inspired by pop culture and  
mind control from award winning  

Rosie Kay Dance Company 
touring autumn 2018 



“Rosie Kay doesn’t do things by halves.” 
Guardian 

 
Voted Best Independent Company at National Dance Awards 
2015, Rosie Kay Dance Company is back with MK ULTRA, a high 
energy production of dance, music and imagery inspired by pop 
music and its most notorious mind control conspiracy theory. 
 

 
 
Best known for 5 Soldiers, a riveting and disturbing look at military 
combat, Rosie Kay is characteristically working unexplored 
territory.  MK ULTRA is a CIA code word for a real brainwashing 
technique using LSD developed by the US military between 1953-
1973. Popular conspiracy theory believes that MK ULTRA is still 
active and programmes certain pop stars as puppets of the 
‘Illuminati’, a shadowy elite intent on creating a New World Order 
of authoritarian world government.  It’s a world filled with satanic 
images, occult messages, hidden symbols and hyper-sexualisation.  
According to the conspiracy, this stuff is packaged as mainstream 
and sold across the globe.   
 
Rosie Kay, with a typically fearless eye, brings the debate to the 
stage in a high energy, luxurious production for seven dancers.  
With a pulsing soundtrack of deconstructed trap music by composer 
Anne Mahtani and hypnotic video projection by Louis Price, the 
company explores a weird world of symbolism and occult and 
deconstructs it for an audience already aware of the conspiracy 
theory and new to the ‘illuminati’. Caution: contains twerking. 
 

“An award-winning company in great form.”  
Dance Tabs  
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PRESS QUOTES
 
ROSIE KAY DANCE COMPANY 
 
“Rosie Kay doesn’t do things by halves.” 
The Guardian 
 
“Rosie Kay Dance Company takes the 
award for best independent company, 
principally for 5 Soldiers which, in its 
humane, unsparing study of modern 
army life, has taken Kay’s 
choreography, and dance as a whole, 
into radically uncharted territory.” 
The Guardian 
 
 
DOUBLE POINTS: K & MOTEL 
 
"Double Points: K is a captivating piece 
of concentrated dance….Motel is a gem 
of a work….an often funny and 
thoughtful look at what makes us tick 
and don’t usually talk about…. 
go and be thrilled by an award-winning 
company in great creative form." 

Dancetabs **** 
 

5 SOLDIERS 
 
“War is an overwhelmingly male 
business, but the power of 5 Soldiers 
derives from Kay’s female 
perspective.... 
Rosie Kay’s taut, visceral, 
compassionate piece, the body is the 
frontline....War from a female 
perspective packs a punch.”      
The Observer *****  

“Rosie Kay’s five soldiers are dancers, 
but in-depth background researches 
have grounded her moves and their 
delivery in the physicality, camaraderie 
and mental challenges of army life.”  

The Herald *****  

 
“The armed combat, and devastating 
injury which closes the show (both 
brilliantly conveyed by the dancers), 
not only keeps us riveted, but helps 
close the gap of understanding between 
the armed forces and the general 
public.”   

The Scotsman *****  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About Rosie Kay Dance Company 

 

 
 
Rosie Kay Dance Company is internationally recognised for exciting and 
challenging dance-theatre which is engrossing and unsettling, always exploring in 
exciting ways what dance can be and how dance can be presented. The 
company’s Artistic Director, choreographer and director Rosie Kay, is recognised 
as a leading choreographer in dance, film and theatre.  
 
Awards and accolades: 
 

• Winner BEST INDEPENDENT COMPANY at the 2015 National Dane Awards 
• Nominated for BEST CHOREOGRAPHY (MODERN) at the 2015 National 

Dance Awards   
• Best Dance and Top 10 Dance in 2015 in The Guardian and The Observer; 

Best Dance and Top 5 Dance in 2015 in The Independent   
• Best Dance Production 2015 from North East Theatre Guide   
• Awarded an Arts and Health Special Commendation by the Royal Society 

for Public Health for the company’s excellent contribution to arts and 
health practice.  

 
Rosie’s choreographic style is highly athletic, physically demanding, risky and 
thrilling. Always grounded in research, Rosie’s work often contains a strong 
narrative thread, a keen sense of theatricality and emotional connection, and 
significant video elements.  
 
Rosie Kay was born in Scotland and trained at the Royal High School, Dance Base 
and London Contemporary Dance School. Rosie has created award-winning 
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theatre work that includes Sluts of Possession, There is Hope, 5 SOLDIERS and 
Double Points: K. Site-specific works include Haining Dreaming, The Great Train 
Dance on the Severn Valley Railway and Ballet on the Buses in collaboration with 
Birmingham Royal Ballet and Fierce! Festival. She choreographed the hit film 
Sunshine on Leith. Rosie has featured many times in Dance Base’s Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe programme, and was the first choreographer to become Artist in 
Residence at the University of Oxford, and has been an Associate Artist of 
DanceXchange Birmingham for 13 years.  In 2013 she initiated LAB and Scratch 
training courses for recent cross-artform graduates and continues to teach, 
lecture and speak on dance, research methods and running an arts business.   
 
About Audience Engagement for MK ULTRA 
 
Marketing for MK ULTRA will target specific audiences using differentiated print 
and electronic media: 
 

 under 25’s Those who know all about the illuminati, it’s supposed 
influence and the power it has over pop artists and their imagery, and 

 the over 25’s who don’t know about the illuminati and see the themes 
and concerns are more universal and constant, rather than a specific 
shadowy aim of an occult elite.  

 
Much like Kay’s last work, 5 SOLDIERS, MK ULTRA shines a bright and clear light 
on a much misunderstood and often ignored area that effects a large chunk of 
society, a subject matter that is having a dramatic effect on young people’s 
fears, mental health and distrust of democratic systems and mainstream media. 
 
Rosie Kay Dance Company will make sure that there is enough information 
before, during and after performances for those ignorant of the ideas to become 
well versed, and also include such content through specially commissioned 
online media campaign that will be highly recognisable and visually identifiable 
to an ‘in the know’ younger crowd.  
 
MK ULTRA is accompanied by an engagement programme of debates for 
everyone and workshops for young people. 
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Booking Details 

Availability: October/November 2018 
Premiere: The REP, Birmingham 17 March 2017 
Performers: 7 dancers 
Touring Company:   9 on the road 
Running time: 90 mins (including 20 minute interval) 
Venue specification: Performing area 8.5m x 9m x 5m(high), lighting 

and sound equipment as standard. Upstage 
black drape. 

 Get in on the day before performance day 
Age suitability 14+  
Cost (UK only):  £1750 per performance (inclusive of 

travel and accommodation) No VAT 
Production website:          http://mkultra.dance/             
Contact: Sarah Trist sarah@stdma.com  
 0044 7757 654790 
Website:                      www.stdma.com 
  www.rosiekay.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 


