
  
   
 
 
 

Usne Kaha Tha / The Troth 
 

 

 
 

 
 

A story in dance, music and film of love, loss and sacrifice in 
World War 1 

Choreographed and directed by Gary Clarke  
(Winner UK Theatre Award Achievement in Dance for COAL) 



Akademi, the UK’s leading producer of Indian dance, is marking three 
important centenaries (WW1, the birth of Indian cinema and the first ever 
short story published in Hindi) with The Troth, a production of dance theatre 
which reveals the contribution and sacrifice made by Indian soldiers in the 
Great War. 
 
The Troth is based on Usne Kaha Tha, the renowned Hindi short story 
written in 1915 by Chandradhar Sharma Guleri.  It is the tale of soldier 
Sardar Lehna Singh, his vow to his childhood sweetheart and its tragic 
outcome on the battlefields of Belgium.  The Troth unfolds the poignant 
narrative through an interplay of image, music and dance. 
 
Award-winning choreographer Gary Clarke leads the creative team.  The 
original score by Shri Sriram (British Composer Award 2016) integrates 
European music of the WW1 era with live Indian music in the Punjabi 
operatic folk music style from a Heer vocalist.  Josh Hawkins’ film 
meanwhile draws on early Indian silent cinema and film noir to provide the 
stylistic backdrop redolent of the time.  The cast of six is drawn from both 
South Asian and contemporary traditions, including Vidya Patel, Kathak 
dancer and finalist in BBC Young Dancer of the Year 2015 who has 
recently performed with Richard Alston Dance Company. 
 

 
 



Touring 

The Troth will premiere at Curve, Leicester on 20 & 21 February 2018 and 
tour in February/March and autumn 2018 

 
Creative Team 

Executive Producer  Mira Kaushik OBE 
Director/Choreographer Gary Clarke 
Composer:    Shri Sriram 
Dramaturg    Lou Cope 
Film     Josh Hawkins 
Producer    Penny Andrews 

 
Creative Consultants: 

Amarjit Chandan (Poet and academic) 
Dr Santanu Das (literary specialist and historian at Kings College London 
specialising in World War I) 
Tripurari Sharma (Professor of Acting at the National School of Drama, 
Delhi) 
Ashok Sagar Bhagat (Professor of Theatre Architecture at the National 
School of Drama, Delhi) 
 

Partners/Funding 

Arts Council England/British Council (Re:Imagine India)  
Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
Nehru Centre  
Watermans Arts Centre 

 
About Akademi 

Founded in 1979 by the legendary Tara Rajkumar, Akademi has been taking 
South Asian dance to unexpected places ever since. In that time, Akademi 
have redefined the parameters of the art form itself, inspiring audiences, 
developing artists and changing lives.  

Akademi connects South Asian dance with the wider contemporary arts 
sector, engaging with social, political and cultural agendas to achieve real 
impact, whilst embracing the plurality of classical, contemporary and popular 
South Asian dance styles. 

 



BOOKING DETAILS 
 

Available for touring   Late February/March and autumn 2018 

No. of performers:   6 dancers, 1 vocalist 

Total no. on the road: 12, including Director/Choreographer, Company Stage 
Manager, and Technical Manager 

Format:    Proscenium theatre spaces 

Min. performance space:  10 metres x 8 metres 

Get-in:     Day before performance 

Outline Technical reqs: Basic lighting rig incl. some specials & gobos; sound 
system; projection screen; projector; black overlay dance 
floor.  

Running time:    50-60 minutes 

Target audience:   Contemporary dance, theatre, live art, cinema, literature. 

     Followers of Gary Clarke, Shri Sriram and the creative team. 

The diasporic Indian community, particularly Sikh 
communities. 

Fee:     £2000 plus VAT 
 
Video teaser:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGW195M3sH8 
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