
              
   

„living room“ 
 

A participatory human sculpture and photography project  
 
Concept, Choreography | Willi Dorner  
Photos, Video | Lisa Rastl  
Production | Stefanie Reichl 
 
Austrian choreographer Willi Dorner creates interdisciplinary projects which give audiences new 
experiences, insights and different perceptions of everyday life.  He is equally at home in theatre settings 
and with outdoor installation, frequently working across art forms and sometimes collaborating with 
individuals working in non-arts-fields entirely. 
 
Willi Dorner’s „bodies in urban spaces“ has become a world-wide phenomenon, generating iconic images 
of human street sculptures which Willi’s long-term collaborator, photographer Lisa Rastl, has documented 
in city centre locations over more than a decade.   Now Dorner and Rastl have brought the sculptures 
indoors, generating a unique project for the most intimate of human settings, the Living Room. 
 
„living room“ is a participatory project involving human sculpture and photography in which individual 
private apartments become exhibition spaces, meeting points and forums for exchange, providing a 
profound insight into the living conditions and history of a residential area.  „living room“ dates from 
2013, when it was first created in Vitry-sur-Seine near Paris.  Adapted since then for various locations in 
Europe – including most recently in Stratford, East London - its aim is to extend the definition of „living 
room“  to mean “lively space”– one which enlivens, uses and captures space.  It explores notions of 
housing and urbanisation. It opens up living areas as public spaces and makes an urban district accessible.  
„living room“ can also be understood as an intervention to overcome cultural demarcation and physical 
boundaries. 
 

 
 



Following the Stratford version of “living room” (called Stratford Living) in 2017, Willi Dorner is adapting 
the project to make it even more relevant to its location.  Willi Dorner will begin by identifying with the 
organiser seven homes in a given location.  Then, instead of working with professional dancers (pictured) 
as he has previously, the residents themselves will form human sculptures in their own apartments under 
his direction.  The sculptures are photographed in situ by Lisa Rastl and the photographs are used to 
create an exhibition within the apartments for the public to subsequently see on a guided tour.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
"The project deals with the requirements and ideas of arranged systems with which we establish our living 
areas because they determine the architects’ design of the apartments and buildings in which we live. We 
move in a framework of arranged systems and regulations.  I try to visualise and thwart them by using 
various bodies to subvert conventional views of our everyday environment. 
 
The pictures show views of the buildings where the apartments are located and views of the living area 
interiors. The photos – hung or placed in the familiar context of the apartments – are, as it were, both an 
indication and a recollection."  Willi Dorner, September 2015 
 
Previous locations:  
 

Vitry-sur-Seine – MAC / VAL (Musee des Arts Contemporaine), near Paris  (2013); Geneva-Carouge (Fetes 
de la Danse 2014); Riga- Sarkandaugava (Dance Moves City/Riga European Capital 2014); Terni 
(International Festival for Dance 2014) Vienna, Sonnwendviertel (part of Bienniale Vienna) 2015; 
Stratford, East London (Stratford Living, Dance Umbrella, 2017). 
 
 



 
 
Biographies 
 
Cie. Willi Dorner 
 
Vienna/Austria based Cie. Willi Dorner was founded by Willi Dorner in 1999. Besides his internationally 
touring dance performances Willi Dorner is keen on creating events that give the audience the 
opportunity for new experiences, insights and a different perception of everyday life. His interdisciplinary 
works are developed in cooperation with artists and scientists of different fields. Cie. Willi Dorner’s works 
are invited by international festivals and promoters like Wiener Festwochen, Wien Modern (Austria), 
Musica Strasbourg, Biennale de Danse du Val- de-Marne, Festival de Marseille (France), FTA – Festival 
TransAmériques Montreal (Canada), Dance Umbrella London (UK), Springdance Utrecht (NL), Tanz im 
August Berlin, Theater der Welt Essen (Germany), Crossing the Lines New York (USA) and b:om Festival 
(South Korea). 
 
 



Willi Dorner (choreography) lives and works in Vienna. His internationally touring artistic work include 
pieces for the stage as well as site specific performances. He also has a great interest in photography, film 
and visual arts. Together with the photographer Lisa Rastl he created the photo book „bodies in urban 
spaces“ about the live performance of the same name, which was presented in more than 80 cities 
worldwide. Willi Dorner has released several short films in collaboration with Austrian film makers, a.o. 
“body trail“ (2009), “set in motion“ (2012) and “every-one“ (2015). He was awarded with the 
Österreichischer Tanzproduktionspreis 2000 as well as in numerous other international choreography 
competitions. For his performance „bodies in urban spaces“ he received the BLAULAUT- Price for 
interdisciplinary art in 2011. Awards for his films include Pearls 07 – International Dance Film Festival 
Berlin and Choreographic Captures – Munich film festival 2009. 
 
Lisa Rastl (photography) works as an artist and freelance photographer for artists, architects, and art 
institutions in Vienna and abroad.   She has collaborated with Cie. Willi Dorner to document the stage 
performance and outdoor projects (eg “bodies in urban spaces since” (2007) “Feet of contemporary 
choreographers” exhibition with Willi Dorner).  
 
Stratford Living – making of the exhibition: http://www.eastlondondance.org/news/stratford-living-the-
exhibition/  
 
TVal (France) report (about the realization of “living room”, commissioned by MAC/VAL Musée d’Art 
Contemporain, Val de Marne, in March 2013):  
http://tval.valdemarne.fr/la-briqueterie-ouvre-ses-portes-avec-le-mac/val-video-3318.html 
 
Press Review (please note the performance interventions mentioned are an additional element, 
available on request, for which additional terms apply). 
 
Der Standard, September 21, 2015 
Helmut Ploebst 
 
Some art is so friendly that it even makes it into your home. For all the whiff of niceness about it, the 
reason for this is that it emerges from an investigative interest which artists have in their audience and in 
the work which takes place not at but outside of traditional institutions. 
  
Last weekend, the highly talented Viennese choreographer Willi Dorner presented an urbanistic 
performance of his current work in the Sonnwendviertel (“solstice quarter”) to the south of Vienna’s new 
Main Railway Station. He merged a photo exhibition spread across five private homes and a hotel room as 
well as several performance interventions in the backyards of a recently built residential development in 
Favoriten into a Living Room. 
 
Internationally, Dorner (56) is one of Austria’s most creative and busiest dance professionals. He attempts 
to systematically work through his artistic output, which is closely linked to that of photographer Lisa 
Rastl, over extended periods of time – and frequently does so to great effect. His principal works include a 
project that has now been running over a number of years. Focusing on people in urban spaces, it evolved 
from stage works such as the intertwining duet (1997) or his stick solo which first saw the light of day three 
years later.  
 
From 2000 to 2009 Dorner concentrated on an artistic survey of the relationship between architectural and 
urban space and the human body with brilliant works such as bodies in urban spaces (2007), urbandrifting 
(2010) or fitting (2012). 
 
Living Room is a further manifestation of his artistic investigation which was conducted for the first time in 
Vitry-sur-Seine near Paris two years ago. The Sonnwendviertel apartments now displayed photos of 



various dancers which were stacked and piled up in private rooms. The intervention also opened up ideal 
views based on Leon Battista Alberti’s and Andrea Palladio’s Fenestra prospectiva. 
  
Outdoor performance interventions were based on the photos and different kinds of Sonnwendviertel 
architecture. They were performed by young dance students of the Vienna Conservatory. 
 

 



PRODUCTION DETAILS + REQUIREMENTS 
 

1st VISIT  
Timeline: exhibition opening minus 3-12 months  
Duration: three days in UK 
Cie. Personnel in UK: Willi Dorner and Lisa Rastl 
Promoter Personnel: Project Manager 

 
Locations Find 7 apartments for shooting and 

exhibition within the same 
neighbourhood; send photos to Cie 
Willi Dorner 

Promoter, Willi and Lisa 

  

 
 

2nd visit: PHOTO PRODUCTION  

Timeline: exhibition opening minus one month 

Duration: one week in UK; one month in Vienna 

Cie. Personnel in UK: Willi Dorner and Lisa Rastl 

Promoter Personnel: Project Manager  

 
 

In UK Photoshoot in 7 apartments  Project Manager (appointed 
by Promoter) 
Lisa Rastl  
Willi Dorner  
Residents 

Preparation for exhibition – 
measuring in apartments, 
communication with owners, etc. 

Project Manager in 
collaboration with Willi 
Dorner and Lisa Rastl 

In Vienna Photo editing and selection of 
photos  

Willi Dorner  
Lisa Rastl  
external editor (appointed by 
Cie. W. Dorner) 
  

Cie. Willi Dorner works with local residents across the whole 7 apartments, which are to be found by the 
organizer and are subject to advice and approval from Cie. Willi Dorner. The photo and video shooting is 
planned to be finished in 6 days, 3 days for shooting, Day 4 to check the quality of the photos and – if 
necessary – Days 5 & 6 to work on corrections. The inhabitants may stay during the shooting.  

 

 



3rd visit: LEAD UP TO EXHIBITION 

Timeline: Exhibition opening minus one week 

Duration: One week in UK 

Cie. Personnel in UK: Willi Dorner, Lisa Rastl  

Promoter Personnel: Project Manager. 

 

Week 1 Photo printing (in UK) Lisa Rastl 

Week 2  Set up exhibition Lisa Rastl 2 technicians  

Prepare hand-out for visitors Project Manager 

Exhibition open and live 
interventions for audience  

Project Manager 

 
 
Promoter provides: 
 

 Project Manager: someone capable of managing the whole project. 
 

 Technicians for set up of exhibition. 
 

 Artistic fee: 6,300 Euro (VAT at 10% chargeable to UK presenters which are not VAT registered).  
 

 Travel costs and accommodation: 2 persons from Vienna (Willi Dorner choreographer, Lisa Rastl 
photographer) 

o 2 flight return tickets for scoping and selecting the homes 
o 2 flight return tickets for the photo shooting  
o 2 flight return tickets for setting up the exhibition and opening of the exhibition 
o hotel (double room)  
o perdiems during the stay  
o local transport 

 
 Material expenses (printing of photos, image editing, postproduction etc. Estimated at €1700)  

 
Transportation cost: Transport of the photos to Vienna 
 
Stewards:  as required. 
 
Sole UK representation: Sarah Trist @ 
 Sarah Trist Dance Management Agency 
 +44 7757 654790 
 sarah@stdma.com 
 



Frequently asked questions: 
 
Does Willi personally devise the sculptures? 
Yes. 
 
How long can the exhibition run? 
This is up to the Promoter. 
 
Who recruits the residents? 
The residents and their homes are recruited by the Promoter; but Willi Dorner is involved in their 
selection. 
 
Who oversees the printing of the photos? 
Lisa is available to ensure quality control. 
 
Who ultimately owns the photographs which are in the exhibition? 
Cie. Willi Dorner 
 
Are the inhabitants of the apartments given any compensation? 
Cie. Willi Dorner makes a gift of one of the photographs from their apartment (smaller in size compared to 
the exhibit. 
 
What about security during the exhibition (relating the photographic exhibition and the inhabitants’ 
regular property)? 
It is advisable to provide stewards. 
 
I’ve heard there are live outdoor interventions as part of this project? 
This is possible to organise as part of this project; please ask Sarah Trist for details. 
 
Is the project adaptable to workplace settings with members of staff forming the sculptures? 
Yes, absolutely; please ask Sarah Trist for details. 
 



 


