
              
   

„bodies in urban 
spaces“ 

 
A moving trail for a group of dancers  
 
Concept | Willi Dorner  
Photos | Lisa Rastl  
Performers | local dancers 
 
Austrian choreographer Willi Dorner creates interdisciplinary projects which give audiences new 
experiences, insights and different perceptions of everyday life.  He is equally at home in theatre settings 
and with outdoor installation, frequently working across art forms and sometimes collaborating with 
individuals working in non-arts-fields entirely. 
 
Willi Dorner’s „bodies in urban spaces“ has become a world-wide phenomenon, generating iconic images 
of human street sculptures in city centre locations across the globe for over ten years.   Now STDMA is 
pleased to announce exclusive representation of this iconic work of art from 2018. 
 

 



 
„bodies in urban spaces“ is a moving trail, choreographed for a group of local dancers. The performers 
lead the audience through selected parts of public and semi-public spaces.  A chain of physical 
interventions set up very quickly and only existing temporarily allows the viewer to perceive the same 
space or place in a new and different way. 
 
„bodies in urban spaces“ may be witnessed by dedicated followers of the trail or by passersby.  The 
intention is to provoke thinking and unsettle the viewer, causing people to reflect on their surroundings 
and their own movement, behavior and habits in new ways.  Although the interventions are temporary, 
they leave imprints on the eyewitnesses’ memory.  
 
 

 



Previous performances 
 
2007 
Festival Paris Quartier d’été’, France; Urban Connections Chamarande, France; Opera de Lille, France: 
“Happy Day” by Christian Rizzo; Vienna 
 
2008 
Regionale08, Steiermark, Austria; URB 08, urban festival Helsinki, Finland; Dansens Hus Stockholm, 
Sweden; Philadelphia Live Arts Festival, USA; Les Dessous du Patrimoine, Rouen, France; Tanz in Bern, 
Switzerland 
 
2009 
Refraction Arts/Fuse Box Festival, Austen, USA; Radar, Loughborough, UK; Viva Cité in Sotte ville-lès-
Rouen, France; festivaldes7collines, St. Etienne, France; Tanz im August, Berlin, Germany; Dance Umbralla 
London, UK; Pro Arte, St. 
Petersburg, Russia 
 
2010 
Portugal; Brighton Dome Festival, UK; Art Rock Festival, France; Valladolid, Spain; Triennale Linz 1.0, 
Austria; Festival Salamanca, Spain; Festival de Marseille, France; Festival Theater der Welt, Essen, 
Germany; crossing the lines, New York, USA; idans!, Istanbul, Turkey; Alessandria, Italy; Montpellier, 
France; Las Palmas, Spain; Turner Contemporary, Margate, UK; Festival Kanal, Kaaitheater, Brussels, 
Belgium; 
 
2011 
Exhibition photos of “bodies in urban spaces” at Körper-Bewegung-Sport, Hygienemuseum Dresden, 
Germany; Festival Perspectives, Saarbrücken, Germany; Antwerpen Open VZW, Belgium; Bristol, UK; tanz 
Heilbronn!, Germany; Festival TransAmeriques, Montreal, Canada; ZAP!, Kunstmesse Basel, Switzerland; 
Festival La Strada, Graz, Austria; Centro Cultural de Belém, Lisbon, Portugal; Metropolis, Kopenhagen 
International Theatre, Denmark; Machine- RAUM, Vejle, Denmark; Festival Boo:m, Seoul, South Korea 
(“urbandrifting”); 
 
2012 
Danse Fabrique, Le Fourneau Brest, France; Festival aan de Werf, Utrecht, Netherlands (“urbandrifting”); 
Use the City-Festival, Kosice, Slovakia; Night of Culture, Lublin, Poland; Garage CCC, Moscow, Russia; 
ARTORT 012, Heidelberg, Germany; Cultural Olympiade Festival, Swansea, UK; Theater op de Markt/Z33, 
Hasselt, Belgium; Front@ Festival, Murska Sobota, Slovenia; Cultuurcentrum De Spil, Roeselare, Belgium; 
Le Bateau Feu, Dunkerque, France; Yokohama, Japan; Festival des Vendanges, Surèsnes, France 
 
2013 
Massy, France; Festival Imaginarius, Santa Maria da Feira, Portugal; Kunstpiep 2013, Fidena, Bochum, 
Germany; Oporto City Centre, Porto, Portugal; Serralves em Festa, Serralves Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Porto, Portugal ; MU, Eindhoven, Netherlands; Pavilion Dance South West, Bournemouth, UK; Jours 
de Danse, Besancon, France; Sommerszene Salzburg, Austria; Cergy soit!, France; Festival Mercé, 
Barcelona, Spain; Coastal Currents Festival, Hastings, UK; Bangor, UK 
 
2014 
Boulogne sur Mer, France; Les Turbulentes, Vieux Condé, France; Traversée d’Arts, Saint-Ouen, France; 
Dublin Dance Festival, Ireland; Theatre Pôle Sud, Strasbourg, France; Mikser Festival, Belgrade, Serbia; 
Contemporary Arts Centre, Cincinnati, USA; Chicago, USA; Parc de la Villette, Paris, France; Tanzsommer 
Bozen, Italy; Le Mouvement-Performing the City, Biel, Switzerland; Sydney Arts & About, Australia 
 



2015 
Festival Antigel, Geneva, Switzerland; Festival à corps, Poitiers, France; Espace en Cours, Paris, France; 
Movements, Detmold, Germany; CIRK Festival, Aalst, Belgium; CityLeaks, Cologne, Germany; Bienal SESC 
de Dança Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil; Frankfurter Buchmesse 2015, Frankfurt, Germany; Architecture ça 
déménage École d’architecture de Clermont-Ferrand Clermont-Ferrand, France; Babel nonprofit, Macau, 
China 
 
2016 
Festival Cie et Rue, Epinal, France; Teatro a Corte, Turin, Italy; Regensburger Tanztage, Regensburg, 
Deutschland; Olala Festival, Lienz, Austria; Paseo Festival, Taos, USA; Dancing Athens, Athens, Greece; 
Galerie im Park, Viersen, Germany 
 
2017 
Kelim Choreography Center, Bat Yam, Israel; City of Bergkamen, Germany; Pafos European Capital of 
Culture 2017, Pafos, Cyprus;  Sinksen, Kortrijk, Belgium; La Place de la Danse, Toulouse; ZonaK , Milan; 
Surge Festival, Glasgow; Metropolis Festival, Copenhaven. 
 
 
 

 
 

Photos of rehearsals and trails: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.131828446953947.25237.127701 
637366628&type=3&uploaded=5 
 
Video clips from presentations in Philadelphia, Berlin and Linz: 
http://www.ciewdorner.at/index.php?page=videos#kat2 
 

 



Biographies 
 
Cie. Willi Dorner 
 
Vienna/Austria based Cie. Willi Dorner was founded by Willi Dorner in 1999. Besides his internationally 
touring dance performances Willi Dorner is keen on creating events that give the audience the 
opportunity for new experiences, insights and a different perception of everyday life. His interdisciplinary 
works are developed in cooperation with artists and scientists of different fields. Cie. Willi Dorner’s works 
are invited by international festivals and promoters like Wiener Festwochen, Wien Modern (Austria), 
Musica Strasbourg, Biennale de Danse du Val- de-Marne, Festival de Marseille (France), FTA – Festival 
TransAmériques Montreal (Canada), Dance Umbrella London (UK), Springdance Utrecht (NL), Tanz im 
August Berlin, Theater der Welt Essen (Germany), Crossing the Lines New York (USA) and b:om Festival 
(South Korea). 
 
 
Willi Dorner (choreography) lives and works in Vienna. His internationally touring artistic work include 
pieces for the stage as well as site specific performances. He also has a great interest in photography, film 
and visual arts. Together with the photographer Lisa Rastl he created the photo book „bodies in urban 
spaces“ about the live performance of the same name, which was presented in more than 80 cities 
worldwide. Willi Dorner has released several short films in collaboration with Austrian film makers, a.o. 
“body trail“ (2009), “set in motion“ (2012) and “every-one“ (2015). He was awarded with the 
Österreichischer Tanzproduktionspreis 2000 as well as in numerous other international choreography 
competitions. For his performance „bodies in urban spaces“ he received the BLAULAUT- Price for 
interdisciplinary art in 2011. Awards for his films include Pearls 07 – International Dance Film Festival 
Berlin and Choreographic Captures – Munich film festival 2009. 
 
Lisa Rastl (photography) works as an artist and freelance photographer for artists, architects, and art 
institutions in Vienna and abroad.   She has collaborated with Cie. Willi Dorner to document the stage 
performance and outdoor projects (eg “bodies in urban spaces since” (2007) “Feet of contemporary 
choreographers” exhibition with Willi Dorner).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Requirements 
 
Willi Dorner develops a special trail for each venue/city. He works for this project with 20 local 
performers with a strong partnering or contact background. 
 
The trail usually lasts approximately one hour and leads the audience on a specific route through a 
defined public space. Willi is interested in connecting different urban and architectural structures or 
different neighborhoods on the route if possible. 
 
The performers are recruited in an audition Willi/or his choreographic assistant usually attends some 
weeks/2–3 months before the start of the project. 
 
At this time Willi/or his choreographic assistant also defines the route together with the presenter. This 
gives time to take care of all the required permissions. It might be necessary to receive suggestions for 
the route before this visit in order to allow Willi to do some research via googlemaps (ideas about starting 
point, end point, street names, citymap-links, photos/videos). 
 
Willi and/or an assistant rehearse for 5–6 days on the trail itself, full day (10 am to 6 pm). There are no 
technical requirements, no lights, no sound, no rehearsing space needed. The audience is informed about 
the starting point of the performance. Presenters often suggest a central starting point and the 
theatre/festival center as the end point of the trail. 
 
The performances usually generate a very high attention in the media as well as in the public with a very 
positive response.  There were up to 500 people following the trails in Philadelphia, Paris and Helsinki. It is 
possible to run more than one trail per day with a break of at least 3 hours. It is recommended scheduling 
trails at different times of the day. As each time has a special quality, each trail becomes very unique. 
 
On the presenter’s side the responsibilities for this project are: 
 
- Artistic fee: 7650 Euro with one day of the trail + 800 Euro for each additional trail day (VAT at 10% 

chargeable to UK presenters which are not VAT registered).  
- Travel costs and accommodation (1 person from London for audition and trail selection (Ian Dolan, or 

Nick Keegan); 1 person from Vienna for the rehearsals and trail(s) (Esther Steinkoger)) as follows: 
• 1 return train ticket from London for audition and reviewing trail locations 
• 1 flight return ticket from Vienna for rehearsals and trail(s) 
• hotel  
• perdiems  
• local transport 

- Recruiting, contracting and paying (as necessary) 20 performers 
- The organization of the audition and licenses/permissions 
- A production/project manager, who is capable of managing the whole project and who accompanies 

the rehearsal process and trail on the street 
- Stewards as required 
- Press and marketing 

 
Sole UK representation: Sarah Trist @ 
 Sarah Trist Dance Management Agency 
 +44 7757 654790 
 sarah@stdma.com 
 



Frequently asked questions: 
 
Does Willi personally devise the sculptures? 
Esther Steinkoger devises the sculptures (or, if she is not available, Ian Dolan or Nick Keegan) 
 
How long are the rehearsals? 
Approximately 1 week 
 
How long can the project run? 
This is up to the presenter.  There is a cost of 800 Euro plus expenses for each every day the trail goes on 
past the first day.  There are usually two days of the trail. 
 
Who recruits the performers? 
The performers are recruited by the presenter; but CDW is involved in their selection (through Ian or 
Nick). 
 
What about security during the trail It is advisable to provide stewards. 
 

 


