Emilyn Claid

At The Brink

Emilyn Claid has a fifty year career as a performer, stretching back to the 1960s when she
was a ballet dancer with the National Ballet of Canada and the 1970s when she was
co-founder of experimental collective X6 Dance Space in London, a pioneering organisation
for New Dance. In the 1980s she was artistic director of Extemporary Dance Theatre and in
the 1990s choreographed for companies such as Phoenix and CandoCo. Working as an
independent dance artist Emilyn made and performed a series of iconic solo works in which
she found an authentic voice as a lesbian artist. Emilyn is also an emeritus professor and a
Gestalt psychotherapist and has recently published FALLING Through Dance and Life,
(Bloomsbury 2021), a book about dance performance that re-thinks Western culture’s
physical, metaphorical and psychological relationship to gravity.
In 2021 Emilyn undertook a period of studio research to pursue her ambition to return to
performing. The result is At The Brink (working title), a contrasting solo double bill created in
collaboration with choreographer Heidi Rustgaard and artist Florence Peake.
In At The Brink, Emilyn will explore her interest in the intersection of movement and theatre,
power and fragility and authenticity and fantasy. Florence’s piece Stories Left (working title) is a
dialogue between Emilyn and her arthritic left foot, embodied in clay. This part of the evening is
humorous and playful, giving Emilyn scope to explore the many stories her foot has to tell her,
under Florence’s direction.
XS (working title) will be a development of the work with Heidi. This piece has two starting
points. The first starting point is excess, crossing the boundaries between animal and human;
the second is a slow, enduring ‘butoh-esque’ movement task – a physical and visual realisation of
queering – to be perpetually moving towards, but never fixing, identity.

Florence Peake
Florence Peake’s performance practice uses drawing, painting and sculpture combined with
found and fabricated objects placed in relation to the moving body. Her work explores
notions of materiality and physicality; the body as site and vehicle of protest, and political
concerns around freedom, the anthropocene and the commodification of art. She has
recently made work for the Venice Bienalle (2019) and the British Art Show 9 (2021).
http://www.florencepeake.com

Heidi Rustgaard
IHeidi Rustgaard has worked as co-director of H2DANCE (together with Hanna Gillgren) since
1999, creating work as a choreographer, designer and performer. Her work sits in between
performance and dance and can be characterized as interdisciplinary, often taking a
humorous approach to serious subject matters. https://h2dance.com

BOOKING DETAILS
Touring

Autumn 2022

Performers on stage

1

Number on the road

2

Running time

60 minutes + interval

Get in

On the day of the show

Performing Area

Minimum 7 metres x 7 metres wide covered in
dance floor (colour tba).

Minimum technical requirements

Professional quality lighting rig with provision for side
lighting; good quality sound system.

Technical staff required by promoter:

one

England touring costs (per performance):

£800

Overseas touring

price available on request

Research video edit

https://vimeo.com/628262276 (password: red)

Wraparound

Post show talks available

Contact

Sarah Trist @
Sarah Trist Dance Management Agency
+44 7757 654790 sarah@stdma.com
www.stdma.com

